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Trouble on the beach:

Federal CDC
detects most toxic
form of asbestos in
the sand — and air
— in tests at most-
visited state park

By Carol Marin and Don Moseley
SUR-TIMES § MBCS

Ona warm day in July, Sara An-
derson took herboys, ages 11 and
&, from their home in Bichmond
to play at Iinods Beach State Parls,
the same beach she'd gone to as 2
child.

Mot far from the towel they
spread on the sand: a piece of
washed-up debris that was a stark
reminder of a problem that's
matred the park for more than 10
vears. Asbestos,

Mearly a decade ago, the Chi-
cago SunTimes exposed ashestos
pollution at the park near Zion.
Mow, according to a letter from 5
1.5, Environmental Protection
ﬁgencl:jy official, “significantly l-
evated” levels of the most-toxic
form of the known carcinogen
have been found there.

The beach remains safe, federal
and state authorities said in inter-
views. But an April 24, 2007, letter
from an EPA official to a federal health
official in Chicapo cases coneeriss. In
the letter, Brad Bradley, a U.S. EFA
project nEnnger, cites “COcET g fe-
rarding the safety of human wse of
the beaches,”

His letter came in responss totests
last Augrst by an arm of the federal
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. The CDC's Agency for Toxac
Suhstances and Disease Registry

grading equipmenton the beach
50 it could measure ashestos fibers
churmed up from the sand into the sic
Tt found the mostioxic form of asbes-
tos fibers — amphibole ashestos.

The mere presence of ashestos
in sand or 501l 1sn’t considered a
hurnan health hazard. The danger
is if pleces are brolken and asbes-
tos patrticles get into the air: As-
bestos can be deadly if inhaled,
beading to a form of cancer.

“It iz my understanding that we
have found some amphibole ashes-
tos in gome of the air samples,”

Do not disturb
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The Camp Logan area of Illinols Beach State Park Is cleared of ashestos In this photo from March 2006, In Augast last year; an arm of the
federal Centers for Disesse Control and Prevention used grading equipment on the beach at the state park to measure asbestos fibers churned
up from the sand Into the air. | found the most toxic form of ashestos fibers — amphibole asbestos.
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Richard Karl, Superfund director
for the EFA's regional office in Chi-
cago, acknowledged in an inter-
view,

[llinois Beach State Park is the
state’s most visited park. The pres-
ence of ashestos there is hardly a
secret. Visitors are mebwith signs
warning of ashestos-containing
meaterials that have washed up and
soattered along the beach.

But it's what's not visible — as-

bestos fibers embedded in the
sand — that worries Jeff Camplin.
In 2003, Camplin, whe runs an
asbestos-consulting firm, authored
a report for the Illincis Dunesland
Preservation

“Whenwudnd:smrh this sand,
meagurable, dangerous levels of
towic amphiboles are in the air,”
Camplin said in an interview. “If it
was my choice, I would have the
park shut down.”

Paul Kakuris, president of the
[llinois Dunesland Preservation
Sociely, doesi't o that far

“We're not saving: St the park
down,” Kakuriz said. “We are say-
ing: Shut the beaches.”

Aglrestos af the park may come
frodm a nuember of sources, accord-
ingtn federal and state authorities,

thern: the old Johns Man-
ville I::fmt formerty at the south
end of the park, which, from the
1920 until 1985, manufactured
products containing azhestos, in-
chiding rocfing materials. It's now

a fenced-off EPA Superfund site.

Other potential sources include

demolizhed homes along the

beach that were built with ashes-

l:-us ducts and p-nliured gand
d from the la

In studies in 1948, ﬂi}lli"il' and last
year, the state found small amounts
of asbestos and concluded there
was “minimal health cick ™

“Ithink it's fine,” said Dr. Rose-
mary Sokas, an occupational phy-
slctan and professor at the Univer-
sity of Illinods at Chicags who was
part of a team of experts that did
the state's 2006 study,

But in declaring the park safe,
the povernment has relied on a test
vmwad] by critics alfeutu%datﬂd m;u:é:]s
in the process of TERAIT
the 17,5, EPA acknowledged,

"The science associated with
ashestos and the risk associated
with {outdoor exposure to) ashes-
tos isn't at the level we would like
to see it,” the EPA's Karl said.

The testing that led to the latest

safety concerns was done last Au-
gust by the CDC's Agency for
Toexic Substances and Disease
Eegiztry, Its report 2aid, in
“Baszed on the hulk analysis of
sand samples collected, the sand
in (and) of itself does not appear
to pose a significant source of as-
bestos fibers”

The EPA's Bradley responded,
“There might be a problem witl
this statement,” noting, "air sam-
ples near the beach-grading equlﬁr-
ment were significantly elevated.

“These inconsistencies in the
actual a.h‘-mnnitnﬂ:;g tll'_lesults raise
concerns regardi e safety of
human use of the beaches.” Brad-
ley wrote,

ﬁﬂ'ﬂl auiiwr!;l;iﬁ havea iemw
panel studying the test results,

Far now, Sara Anderson, the
Richmond mom, is aware of the
ashestos concerns but not overly
worried: “I'm making sure the
kids are taking showers when they
get home.”



