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B WET SWALE

Abounding with life forms. this
Tormer peat bog i wet all yenr round.

In the spring it 5 2 breeding
ground for Frogs [(Chorus, Oricket
angd I.-mgud] and  many  insects
(Dragonély, Witer Boatmen, Diving
Beetles, gte.)

Thie svale is nlson fw;d‘mg ground
for other animals and hirds such ‘BE
the Muskrat, Great Elue Heron, Bit-
terms, Ducks, R&.ﬁmun, Rails, Ogp-
yusu:m and n 'heal. ﬂruﬂmﬁ.

. The nwmd of plants change
through the FRASCTE, These range
from the common spring growths
like the Blua Flag (Wild Tris) Steaw-
berry, Sedges and Rushes through
SUMIET ~and fall with Meadow Rue;
various Mints, Marsh Pern, Spidor-
wort, Anemones, Woed Lily, Marsh
Phlox . de the Grass Pink 'Urt:'ﬁ:.ﬂ..
"I"helpt-tw is of great interest heomise
the rare and ﬂu‘l‘ncatair beautiful
htth flower s Wmm ma-.mmm n:a-
oxisterice, in the face ‘of inc 1
human disturbance, Flense do not
touch,
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Az 300 proceed to the next station,
‘motice that oven a fittle vise in the
and will change the growth of the
| particulnr section,
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EJ ROTTING LOG

In nature EVERYTHING has use,
even il it is dead,

The seemingly insignificant log
Iving before you is, before your syes
(though very slowly) giving life to
# great many life forms.

Some of the possible life farms that
could be associated here might be:

A feeding ground for a Salamander.

A hiding place for a Spake as it
moves through the aren, a growing
place for Fungi, & home for a Colony
of Termites, or an area for the life
cycle of 2 number of insects.

It will take from [ive to ten years
for the entire log to completely
decay and give all of its nutrients
back to the soil.

It is tempting to inquisitively peer
under the log but if this is dome
the ECOLOGY will be upset and may
take years to return., Leave it alone.

You are now at o marsh land eon-
gigting predominantly of Sedges.
Rushes and Cattails,

The Marrow Leaf Cattail iz the
species present here, growing (again
on a layer of pest) to n summer
height of up to 12 feet with & water
base up te 3 feet deep,

The marsh = teaming with life
form such as: Muskeat (look for
their mound shaped houses) Raccoan,
Foxes, Weazel, Snakes, Frogs, Sala-
manders, Turtles and hundreds of

EATTL R birds. The birds both nest and live
e off the marsh. Some of the com-
aoecnnien moner species are: Hedwing Black-

Ress bird, Rails, Harrier (Marsh Hawk},
Great  Blue IHerom. Marsh Wren,
Bitterns, Coots, Pheasant, Red-
Taled Hawk, Bnipes and many
others,

(Binoculars are almost a must for
observation.}

On your way to (4) look for the
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Oak Ridge situation with itz ae- =
companying  Willows, Grasses and ."A..-'
Prairie Clowver, | ==




BOB-U-LINK—PRAIRI

Ag you look to the southwest you
wre overlooking a small remnant of
the vast prairie land which covered
& great part of Ilinois. In this small
prairie n number of birds nest during
the spring and summer months,

Primary among thess is the Bob-
o-link, a colorful, starling-sized bird,
which will burat forth with an almost
hysterical seng. (Listen f{or —ch,
geezeler, peezeler, gilipity, onkeler,
oozelem — on)

While on migration from South
Ameriea to the nesting area, the
Bob-o-link will feed on vegetable
matter, then while ecaving for its
woung will consume insects {of which
there are many at Illinois Beach
State Park). After the family rear-
ing is over the whole family will fead
on weed and grass seeds.

I the Fall the Bob-o-link's plomaga
will change to a dull coloration and

See fromt cover for illustration.

ROYAL FERN

In the surreunding swale grows
the majestic Royal Fern, poking its
erawn above almost all the surround-
ing vegetation (fronds may be five
feet long). The Lght brown, dense
clusters at the frond tips are made
up of masses of spore cases [repro-
duoces by spores rather than seeds).

Look: for the largest of the two
ferns present here.

A mugilage taken from the stem
is sometimes used in treating coughs.

Plants found noar the Boyal Forn

¢ will be Mints, Marsh Phlox, Wild

Iris, Grazs Pink ns well as Bushes
and Sedges, .

he will start his long journey south.
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— the “climax’’ of
pla.nt pruammn a illmuls Beach —as far a5
the ridges zre comcerned:

In this sttuntion the ridge is com-
pletely covered by growth, save for
blowout areas {vou are now standing
in-n blowout) where the plants have
been sufficiently destroyed to allow
the wind to erode the zand away
forming & small “vall

Some of the plants to lock for
in this reglon ave: the Little Blue-
stern. and  Big Bluesteny Grasses,
False Soloman’s Seal;, Posion Ivy,
Wild Rose, Flowering Spurge and
Prickly-Pear Cactus.
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Around you are many Black Oak
Trees, which is the predominant tree
of the area. Although they are small
{up to 4 feet] “in comparison to
Black Oaks found elsewhers in the
atate (up to B feet) they are guite
old, (many are 125 yosrs and elder)
due mainly to the peor soil.

Ag the Oak grows it has o tendency
to hollow out in the trunk and large
branches. This hollowing makes it
possible for a single tree to be an
“gpartment howse' for wildlife, and
may hold such animals and birds as
Bquirral, Woodpecker, Bluehirds,
Wrens, Chickadees, Sereach Owls,
Oppossums, Recconns, Bats and other
smaller [ife forms.



BOB-O-LINK FRAIRIE
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F STATIGN I

1. Stay on the trail — trampling
kills the plants.
2. Do not colleet ANYTHING —

leave it to be appreciated by
others,

3. No picnicking and no littering —
natural beauty is spoiled by un-
natural litter.

4, Watch your smokes — better yet
don't smoke.
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