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burbot were 8lsa caught. In 1885, five ycore after the ﬂ,aht_r':.r had begun to

dealine, 35,000 paunds eof whitefish ond 4,000 pounds of lake Lrout wWera

eaught in Lake County pound nets. This lalensive pound net fishery probably

began to deplete whitefisn slocks® soon after the nets came into use, as vas
the case ab Whitefish Bay and North Bay in Door County, Wisconsin and else-
where ‘-:rudl.'::u Great LnH:ﬂ.ﬂ (Milner 1874}, By the mid-18703 the pound net
fishery had psaked, with 47 pets operating in the Waukegsn area (Nelson
1878), Following L5 2 Waukegan fishermen's account of pound net fishing

ghout 1916, and a description of the final disappearance of whitefish in the

area:

We had five pound nekts at one time. atd we caunghft quite a fow
vhitefish out of them . . . but the CGemash's were there before we
were, They were the pound net fishermeni they were therae before
the herbor wes built (1895-1986) Just at the start therg were
two brotherge=Fraench Canadians. They fished right off the beach
in 20-30 feet of water.

We were fishing pound nets vhen I was still a kid yet, By that
time we ware fishing in 50 o 60 fent of weter, . I used to run Lhe
gasoline engine and the pump on the scow. I'd run that englne and
the anchora for them on o derned old rowbozt. Il wus & son-of=a=
gum of a hard job for a 16-year old kid. He always jetted® our
spiles (etalees). We had = little Dufralo Englne with 2 oylinders,
4 cycles, and that would pump a good stream of water. We'd cateh
whitefish oo far north as the aslabe line. That was all sand and

3vAt the south end of Lake Michigan two varieties or grades of white—
fichare recognized, viz, the "shore" and the "outside" fish. The latter are
firmer than the "shore" grade and bears shipment with less loss. The “"out-
side" [ishk are taken in gill-pets, and the other in pound-nets. The “ou't-_
side" fish, moreover, has a smallsr head and reddish fins. There are ne

spawning grounds on this coast, and no white-fish, consequently, are taken
in autumn.* (Goode 158Y4) ’

4letting refers to a methed of sinking pound net stakes intc a =and
pottom. A stream of water was pumped through a hose tied to the stake. The
water would "jet" a hole in the sand allowing the stake to be pushed 3 or 4
feet inte the lake bottem, Once the Zand settled back around the stake, the
hose wag pulled up (Interviews by Coberly 1578).
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grevel. Six-hundred pounds was a big 1ift and we were happy to
get even 200 poumds in the sunmer. '

We stopped ﬂ.#h:ng pound neta.whnfn John Mannville came inte

Waukegan--that ended the pound net and whitefish fiahing. That

was about 1920 and 1922, Up uvotil then we were catohing a lob of

nice wnitefish in the summer, but when John Mannville came in they .

dumped all their exceas asbestos Into the lake. We'd be swimming,

wading in 6-<12 inches of smsbestos waste. The whitefish would get

it in their gills. (Interviews by Coberly 1978)

Catch resords show that by the mid-18%0a lake trout had replaced
whitefish as the major commercial spscies in Lake County. The Lake County
whitefish estch in 1085 was 35,000 pounds, including chubs and Memominee
whitefizh, while only 4,000 pounds of lake trout were recorded for that
year. In 1890 the lake trout catch remained stable st %,500 pounds while
whitefish dropped to 28,000 pounds. By 1897 the whitefish nutnﬁ was 11,200
pounds while lake trout rose te 219,000 pounds, a eateh not exceeded until

1329, despite an increase in fishing effort and the development of more

efficient vessels and gear.

The large lake trout catch in 189/ was due to lmprovement of the
Waukegen Harbor sres and the subsequent arrival of Waukegan's first success-
ful gillnectera, Hetuwean 1850 and 1910, t‘ederai assistance provided for
expansion of the harbor from a single wooden pier and one warehouse to a
safe refuge for vessels of moderste draft. By 1896 a channel connecting the
harbor with deepsr waf.er had been dredged, and & breakwater eonsiructed
(Vogel undated). In that year Captain Willism Smith m:ui tHo S0nS came to
Waukegan from St. Joseph, Michigan and began fishing for trout. The Smiths'
28 ton steam tug was the only large rilshins vegsel in Waukegan for the next
ten years. HNearly the entire lake trout eateh for Illinois in 1§93 (198,000
pounds) must have come from the efforts of the Smiths since no vessels were

recorded for Cock County that year and only five pound nets remained in
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